
Race in America: The First Steps

The Importance of Understanding
Race has served as a historically important factor in the way ins5tu5ons operate and func5on 
within our society. The varying perspec5ves on what it means to live in America has been vastly 
different for those who have a lived experience in a historically underrepresented racial group 
and those who live in the majority. These experiences are uniquely exacerbated when referring 
to the experience of Black Americans. The list below serves as a guide for those who desire a 
deeper understanding of the world around them and how to partner with others as we pursue 
the Kingdom of God. This pursuit comes through celebra5ng differences by educa5ng ourselves 
in the honest reali5es that shape our na5on. 

Taking the First Steps

Set the Posture of Listening and Learning
• Empathy- Brene Brown 
• Privilege? 
• Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack- Peggy Macintosh 
• The Danger of a Single Story 

Begin to Lean In
• A Class Divided- Jane EllioO 
• The Other America- MLK Speech 

Understanding History
• Ava Duverney’s 13th (NeWlix) 
• Post-Trauma5c Slave Syndrome- Joy DeGruy 
• Just Mercy- Bryan Stevenson 

Understanding Allyship
• So You Want to Talk About Race- Ijeoma Oluo 
• Trouble I’ve Seen: Changing the Way the Church Views Racism Drew Hart 
• White Accomplices 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Evwgu369Jw&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KlmvmuxzYE
https://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/mcintosh.pdf
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mcCLm_LwpE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYK9xGALPrU&feature=emb_title
https://www.netflix.com/title/80091741
https://youtu.be/Rorgjdvphek
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00JYWVYLY/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/You-Want-Talk-About-Race/dp/1580058825/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=so+you+want+to+talk+about+race&qid=1592507586&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01CF1TR1Y/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.whiteaccomplices.org/

